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"Recognizing that the true merit of a profession is 
determined by the value of its services to society, the 
'CaHfornia Land Surveyors Association' does hereby dedicate 
itself to the promotion and protection of the profession of 
Land Surveying as a social and economic influence vital to the 
welfare of society, community, and state." So states the 
Preamble of the Constitution of the California Land Surveyors 

' Association. 
Much has been said about the profession of Land 

Surveying, yet the Land Surveyors Act uses the word 
"profession" only once. Section 8751 prohibits the use of 
certain titles, including "professional engineer in land 
surveying," to those legally authorized to practice land 
surveying. Just what is this "profession" of land surveying? 

Websters Collegiate dictionary defines profession as "a 
calling requiring specialized knowledge and often long and 
intensive academic preparation." State licensing requirements 
for land surveyors impose the same combination of education 
and experience as is necessary for professional engineering 
registration. The implication is that both require equal 
minimum qualification for the protection of the public. 

Unionization has had many effects on surveying, primarily 
in pay and fringe benefits. The unions certainly were the first 
to attempt to fill the void as surveying was eliminated from 
Civil engineering education, and are probably doing a good job 
in technical training, for those interested- The Certified Party 
Chief receives higher pay than most Licensed Land Surveyors. 

Lack of education has been blamed for many of the 
surveyors problems, and quite rightly so. Many of us lack the 
"broad academic background" held to be essential for any 
professional. Degree programs are just now becoming available 
for land surveyors, but they'll never replace the experience 
requirement. Schools may some day attempt to teach decision 
making concerning which old stake to hold, but judgement in 
such matters doesn't come from text books. 
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It is inherant in the autonomy of a society that it may 
define its own behavior norms. In recent times our society has 
preponderantly relied upon written regulations - laws -
although some segments, Polynesian. Aboriginal Australian 
and others, lack the ability to create a library and their laws 
must be handed down through successive generations by word 
of mouth. StQl other laws are of such longstanding existence as 
to have become instinctual mandates. 

In the last few years "law" has become synonymous with 
"legislative enactment" at the same time carrying the 
connotation of wise regulation of the general nature imposed 
by the Old Testament kings, Solomon in particular. The latter 
condition simply can not exist within a democratic society, 
because Democracy is predicated upon the derivation of a 
proper course from the mass wisdom of the many with no 
regard for the possible greater capabilities of the few. As a 
substitute for the true democracy we have adopted a 
representational form of government. To this end we delegate 
law-making to a small elected group, which is expected to 
refiect the people's wish. If it actually did just that, the 
process would conform to democratic principles. But in fact, 
the immense demand for explicit regulation within our, 
complex existence overburdens the legislative body to the 
point where division of work and specialization must be 
resorted to. From the elective membership, appointed 
committees are created for the many categories of legislation 
which will be proposed. The committee hears the arguments 
and makes its recommendation to the full house. 

It is probable that there would be little activity for the 
committees if left to their own devices, for politicians too are 
governed by law, particular reference being had to the 
"Staying in Office Code," Chapter 1 entitled the "Don't Rock 
the Boat Act." All the waves are made by the citizenry, who, 
for their own reasons, want things changed. The change is a 
proposal to their own representative to author a bill. 
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