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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
* hy Joseph J. Scherf, L.S. 

The San Diego convention was a spectacular success. 
The turnout was reaily great, and the program was an 
exceedingly informative one. I'm sure that all of the 
people attending had a wonderful time. 

1 would like to talk about self policing in our 
profession in this issue. The latest edition of the Board 
of Registration of Professional Engineers' Newsletter 
has the following statement: **HELP" The Board 
actively seeks the cooperation of all registrants as well as 
the general public in reporting any possible negligent, 
incompetent, or improper engineering work or fraud, 
misrepresentation, or incompletion of an engineering or 
land surveying contract. If you discover or are aware of 
any such violation of the Professional Engineers Act or 
Land Surveyors Act, it should be reported to the Board" 

The person who is best qualified to determine 
negligence, incompetency, or improper land survey 
work is the licensed land surveyor himself. We all know 
that a profession is only as professional as its members 
want it to be, whether it be the individual, a local group, 
or a state organization. With self policing and self 
regulation, the land surveyor can maintain a high 
professional level of integrity. It is to the benefit of the 
profession to regulate itself, and in the final analysis, 
belter serve the public. 

But must we then, as part of this self policing, become 
informers on our fellow professionals'? Some perhaps 
who are close friends, who freely share their information 
with us. loan us equipment from time to lime, and even 
help us evaluate a sticky situation. Would this self 
policing imperil our survey fraternity and create a 
schism in our ranks? Shall we set ourselves up as 
• "kangaroo courts"" to regulate our neighboring 
practitioners? Or is il better to keep his transgressions 
hidden in the closet and not wash our professional linen 
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FROM THE BOARD OF REGISTRATION 
hy Raymond B. Thinggaard, L.S. 

Many of the readers of this, 1 am sure, have had 
questions relating to the interpretation of cither the 
Subdivision Map Act or the Land Surveyor's Act. While 
the Subdivision Map Act is administered and enforced 
by the local agency having jurisdiction, any survey work 
done pursuant to a Subdivision or Parcel Map must be 
done in conformance with the Land Surveyor's Act 
which is administered and enforced by the Board of 
Registration for Professional Engineers. Anyone having 
questions about the Land Surveyor's Act is encouraged 
to direct his questions to the Board of Registration at 
1021 "O"" Street. Sacramento, California 95814 for 
clarification. 

Following are some recent decisions or opinions of the 
Board of Registration in reply to questions: 
1. What conditit)ns must be met for a parcel map to be 
filed from record data? 

a. The surveyor should be convinced of the 
definiteness of streets and property lines bouding 

the parcel. 
b. A prior map which delineates and enables the 
exterior boundaries of the parcel to be retraced 

liiiist exist in the record. 
c. A line on that map is monumented. . \'*; 

d. At least one boundary of the parcel being 
subdivided is tied to the line which is monumented. 

e. If no field work is performed, the newly 
created parcels need not be monumented. 

It was further pointed out by the Board, however, that 
the Subdivision Map Act is an enabling act. Therefore, 
the regulations may be modified by local city or county 
ordinances. 

2. Since the Board of Registration is responsible for 
enforcing the Land Surveyor's Act, when, in your 
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