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PRIORITIES OR WHICH COMES FIRST 
by Chuck Wooldridge, L.S., Past President CLSA 

For about four years, the California Land Surveyors 
Association has been saying that education is our biggest weak­
ness and our greatest need. To prove it, our Board of Directors 
has adopted several Resolutions so stating, and each year's bud­
get increases the Education Division funding, even without 
request from the division. Doesn't this prove that we recognize 
that our present lack of educational requirement is our major 
hurdle? 

Like all good members, I've endorsed this position! I've even 
helped look for committee chairmen to serve this major interest! 
I've delivered speeches encouraging the requirement of a BS for 
qualification to take the exam. I've appeared before the 
legislature, urging adoption of amendments to the LS Act to 
require the BS Degree, or at least more education and/or ex­
perience as prerequisites to the exam. Doesn't this prove that I 
think education is among the most important matters facing the 
surveying profession in California, or probably the nation? 

But I recently found myself wondering if I were really sincere 
in this desire! The minority leaders tell the legislature and ap­
prenticeship programs that mathematical aptitude is merely a 
smokescreen to avoid equal opportunity, and I accept our 
inability to impose educational prerequisites. I speak for such 
requirements, but mentally, if not vocally, say that the door 
must always be left open to future applicants to come up through 
the ranks as I did. I'm afraid I'm not being honest with myself, 
nor to my profession while I continue to harbour such 
reservations. 

I recently had occasion to hear our Land Surveyor member or 
our Board of Registration plead for support! It shamed me to 
think that he even had to ask, let alone plead. He sees the future 
as it is available to us only through education. There is no real 
reason why he should even have to ask, let alone plead. But even 
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CAMINO FORESTER IS SPEAKER AT 
SURVEYING AND MAPPING CONVENTION 

by Homer Banks, L.S. 
The California sections of the American Congress of Sur­

veying and Mapping held their annual convention on October 18 
at the Riviera Hotel in Palm Springs with a two day program of 
related lectures. 

Larry Hyder, a Camino forester and cadastral survey expert, 
was a principal speaker at the annual meeting of the American 
Congress of Surveying and Mapping in Palm Springs. 

Hyder commenced his talk by presenting apples and cider to 
the convention to extend a hand of neighborliness and friendship 
from the apple and Christmas tree capital of California. His 
speech and slides covered many of the phases of survey comer 
research and emphasized the integrity and diligence of the sur­
veyors who did their work over 100 years ago under the adverse 
conditions of an unmapped and often hostile countryside. 

Hyder also expounded on the value of hiring local surveyors, 
as their local knowledge of the area is only gained by years of 
study and hard work, whereas surveyors entering into an 
unfamiliar area must spend an excessive amount of time on 
research before starting the project. 

In closing, Hyder referred to the Holy Bible and the many ref­
erences in it to landmarks such as that in Deuteronomy 19:14 
"Thou Shalt not remove thy neighbour's landmark, which they 
of old time have set in thine inheritance . . . " 

Among other honored guests and speakers was Robert D. 
Reckert, president of A.C.S.M., from Rock Rapids, Iowa. 
President Reckert, at the Friday luncheon, referred to Hyder's 
talk in adding favorable impetus to his own discussion of 
upgrading the image of professional surveyors. 

Hyder's talk was so well received that President Reckert in­
vited him to present the same or a like presentation at the nation­
al convention of A.C.S.M. in Washington, D.C.. in March of 
1975. 
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