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Surveyor vs. Engineer—No Contest 
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LAST OF THREE INSTALLMENTS. 
The old laws and rules constantly refer to those responsible 

for surveying of public lands as "engineers." Chapter 1, 
eciion 7d, speaks of the "authority for the employment of a 
irmanent corps of United States cadastral engineers." Field 

surveying service is "known as the cadastral engineering 
service." One finds here "duly appointed engineers," a "reg­
ional Branch of Engineering and Construction," an "officer 
cadastral engineer." the "regional engineer," a "mountain 
engineer's transit," "engineering astronomy," and so on. 

The manual makes a difference, however, between those 
employed by the U.S. Government and others. It refers to 
"county surveyors" and "local surveyors." Is that because in 
the early days one was usually a political appointee and the 
other a self-taught native, both with little or no formal educa­
tion in surveying? Were they found to be less trained than the 
government-employed "cadastral engineers"? Whatever the 
reason, a distinction is made. But there is no hesitance here to 
associate property surveying with engineering. 

The U.S. Forest Service 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service has 

compiled a partial collection of original instructions written lo 
the U.S. Deputy Surveyors between 1811 and 1844. This 
publication and the old documents use the term "surveyor" 
consistently and exclusively. The foreword, however, is writ­
ten and signed by a "regional engineer."" 

The U.S. Geological Survey 
Another major American employer of surveyors is the 

f
;ological Survey. Professional employees are classified as 
vil engineers or cartographers. On the technician level the 

two categories are civil engineering technician and cartog­
raphic technician. In addition, a third group known as "wage 
board employees" or blue-collar workers is employed. 
The U.S. Corps of Engineers 

In 1794 the Corps of Engineers was reconstituted. The 
Congress enacted legislation in 1821 directing the Corps of 
Engineers "to make surveys of major roads and canals." The 
work was to be performed by office and field parties under the 
direction of a joint supervisory board of "engineer officers" 
and "civil engineers.""* ,^ • 

(Contmued on Page 14) 

CONVENTION '78 
Mark your calendar now for the California Land Surveyors 

Association convention for March 29th through April 1st of 
1978! Beautiful San Diego will be the site of this years' fun 
and meetings. The Town and Country Hotel in the "Hotel 
Circle" of Mission Valley in San Diego will be the location. 
Featuring San Diego's lovely warm March weather, beaches, 
pools, and many points of interest, this setting promises to be 
very enjoyable for visitors and natives alike. 

Topics for meeting sessions will be focused on practical 
application for the surveyor. Business management, laws per­
taining to the surveyor, field applications for photogrammetry, 
and the surveyor's relationship with the Board of Registration 
will be among subjects to be presented. Subjects will pertain to 
everyday usage by the surveyor and his crews. 

A golf tournament will open the convention on a course 
adjoining the hotel. Mexico's beautiful Jai Alai Palace is a 
probable site for an evening's enjoyment with dinner and 
games. Women will enjoy a trip to the historic Hotel del 
Coronado for a luncheon and shopping trip. Visits to the 
famous San Diego Zoo, the Wild Animal Park, Sea World, and 
historic Old Town will be available to the ladies. Sailboating, 
fishing, and cruises have naturally great appeal in San Diego. 

Four swimming pools and six dining rooms, make the Town 
and Country Hotel very comfortable for the guests. Located in 
Mission Valley, the hotel is handy to two large shopping 
centers and within walking distance of golf courses. A shuttle 
bus wisks guests to tennis courts and handball/racquetball 
courts. 

1978 —here we come! • 


