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WATER BOUNDARY 
CONTROL 

IN CALIFORNIA 
By Ronald C. GreenweU 

Introduction 
After due study of available litera­

ture on water boundary locations, it 
was my opinion that there was a need 
for a publication that would deal with 

alifornia laws in particular. I have 
epared this paper as a guide to 

Talifornia surveyors. Whereas most of 
the available writings on water bound­
aries deal with the subject on a national 
level, it is my intention here to clarify 
the accepted policies in the State of 
California. 

Jurisdiction Between 
State and Federal 

Ownership 
With the development of oil drilling 

technology and the need for more 
sources of oil, it became feasible to 
drill for off-shore oil along California's 
Pacific Coast. When the oil companies 
applied to the Federal Government for 
oil and gas rights under the Mineral 
Leasing Act of 1920, the Federal Gov­
ernment varied in its opinion as to 
ownership of the lands involved. In 
1945 the Attorney General, upon 
recommendation by an interdepart­
mental committee, asked the Supreme 
Court to adjudicate the issue. 

On June 23, 1947, the Supreme 
Court announced the following 

cision: 

• California is not the owner of the 
three mile marginal belt along its 
coast, and that the Federal Govern­
ment rather than the State has 

(Continued on Page 10) 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO BROOKS BILL CLARIFIES SURVEYORS' STATUS 

On August 7, 1978, Senator Frank 
Church (Idaho) proposed an amend­
ment to the Federal Acquisition Act 
of 1977, commonly known as the 
Brooks Bill. Speaking specifically to 
Subchapter VI, Section 541, Defini­
tions, (3) which reads (in part): 

". . . The term architectural and 
engineering services includes those 
professional services of an archi­
tectural or engineering nature as 
well as incidental services that 
members of these professions and 
those in their employ may log­
ically or justifiably perform . . .", 

Senator Church explained that his 
amendment "will clarify the basic 
scope of the law as it applies to In­
cidental services.' The incidental serv­
ices to which my amendment is 
targeted are themselves performed by 
professionals. The best example is 
surveying." 

"Licensing for professions has 
traditionally been the responsibility of 
the States, and," said Mr. Church, "I 
believe that it should remain so. Al­
though States may choose not to lic­
ense certain professions such as 
chiropractic, naturopathy or many 
others, or, as in the case of surveying, 
to incorporate it into other professions 
like architecture or engineering, the 
Federal Government must not override 
or 'delicense' professions which States 
do choose to license." 

Mr. Church went on to explain that 
he had been contacted by surveyors 
from Idaho who had told him emphat­
ically that they have been excluded 
from consideration for contracts let 

under the Brooks Bill procedure. 
"My amendment," states Mr. Churchy 
"is designed to clarify the fact that 
they (surveyors) must be included." 

For a copy of Senator Church's 
Amendment No. 3435, you may wish 
to consult the. Congressional Record 
for August 7, 1978, pages S12770 
through S12772. • 

LAND SURVEYOR 
APPOINTED TO BOARD 

OF REGISTRATION 

By Raymond B. Thinggaard, L.S. 

Governor Brown recently appointed 
Fred H. Seiji as the Land Surveyor 
member to the Board of Registration 
for Professional Engineers. Fred fills 
the two-year vacancy left when John 
Pedri's term expired after serving five 
years as Ronald Reagan's appointment. 

Fred Seiji, who is licensed in 
Nevada as well as California, lives in 
Vallejo with his wife and two children. 
The former Deputy County Surveyor 
of Solano County is presently teach­
ing surveying and related technologies 
at the Rancho Murieta Training Center. 
He is a member of the California Land 
Surveyors Association and the Ameri­
can Congress of Surveying and 
Mapping. 

(t is good to finally see a Land Sur­
veyor on the Board and, 1 am sure, 
Fred can count on C.L.S.A. for the 
help and support he may require. • 
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